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Lesbian teen's death probed as hate crime

Mark Goebel, Gay.com / PlanetOut.com Network
Tuesday, May 13, 2003 / 04:31 PM

Police are treating the fatal

stabbing of a 15-year-old
New Jersey girl as a

potential bias crime.

Sakia Gunn was kiled at a
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Newark early Sunday
morning while returning
with four friends from a
party in Manhattan. The
victim's mother, LaTona
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Gunn, said her daughter
was gay, and authorities
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believe her sexual
orientation may have been
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a factor in the killing.
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"Based on witness
statements, we're

CHOICE PLAN

investigating the possibility

that it may have been a
bias crime," said Newark
Detective Todd McClennon.

Gunn was stabbed after she
and her friends rebuffed
advances by two men.
Police have issued an arrest
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warrant for murder suspect
Richard McCullough, 29,
according to the Associated
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Press. The second man was

vei"Ot

questioned by police and

not charged; the
investigation into his role in
the incident continues.
Under New Jersey law, a
murder committed because
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Newark Police, Lt. Derek
Glenn, told the Newark
i Search I
Star-Ledger that the
assailants did not know the girls were gay. "They pulled up in a white station

wagon and tried to strike up a conversation with the teenagers," he said.
According to Glenn, the girls rebuffed the men and said they were lesbians.
A scuffle ensued, and Gunn was stabbed.

After the suspects fled, Gunn's friends flagged down a motorist, and she was
taken to University Hospital in Newark were she was pronounced dead.
Richard Haynes, executive director of the New York City Anti-Violence
Project, said he isn't aware of another case in the New York area in which a

woman was kiled because of her sexual orientation.
"We've had plenty of women who have been brutally attacked," he said.
"And we've had cases where transgender women are attacked when men

discover the kind of woman they have been flrting with."
Know as "T" to her friends, Gunn liked to play basketball and was a member
of her high school team. LaTona Gunn told the New York Times that her
daughter's dream was to play in the Women's National Basketball

Association. '

Gunn said her daughter also liked to wash and style her friends' hair. "She
was good," Gunn said. "That's how she made her litte money."

Mail I Click here to mail this article to a friend
Print I Click here for a printer-friendly version of this article
More I Find related stories
Talk I News messaQe board

Next ./
New face surQery treats HIV wastinQ

Advertise on PNO I Frequently Asked Questions
User AQreement I Privacy Policy I Site Map

PNO Affilate ProQram I Letter to the Editor
(9 1995-2004 PlanetOut Interactive Services I LeQal Notice

Planetl
Direct
News tc
Get Piai

News h.
mailed
you nm

http://www.planetout.com/news/ article.html n003/05/ i 3/ i

2/29/2004

Page i of3

News & Politics

3 is definitely nc

a crowe

~~i~Ä;!~__
~PlanetOut

r

J Search
J Election 2004

'J Round Ups
J Queer History
J Week in Review

mm~~ ~=.

Phily Boy Scouts defy anti-gay policy

-~l

Mark Goebel, Gay.com / PlanetOut.com Network
Thursday, May 29, 2003/ 05 :23 PM

The Philadelphia area Boy

Scout council has
unanimously voted to not
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The Cradle of Liberty
Council, the nation's third
largest Boy Scout group
serving 87,000 youths in
Philadelphia and two

added "sexual orientation"
to its policy of
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nond iscrimination.
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"We disagree with the
national stance, and we're

stated national policy," said
David H. Lipson Jr., board
chairman of the Cradle of
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Liberty CounciL.

In June 2000, the Supreme
Court ruled in the case of
James Dale, an assistant
scoutmaster in New Jersey,
that the Boy Scouts of

America (BSA) had the right
to set their own

membership standards and
exclude gays.
Lipson told the Philadelphia
Inquirer that the policy has

hurt Boy Scout fund-raising
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Lipson, Philadelphia-based i I

Pew Charitable Trusts, one Search 1

of the country's largest
foundations, was among several organizations that cut their contributions to
the Cradle of Liberty CounciL.

The Boy Scouts' national anti-gay policy also caused problems for the United
Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania, which came under intense pressure from

gay activists for funding a program organized by the Boy Scouts.
"The reality is we did get some pressure from groups who said, 'This
program may not discriminate, but this organization does,'" said Christine

James-Brown, president of the United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania.
The United Way served as a catalyst for the Philadelphia Boy Scout council's
change. Two years ago, United Way representatives met with Boy Scout
executives and community leaders, including gay and lesbian activists, to

discuss the issue.
The Cradle of Liberty's policy change was a result of those discussions.

David Cohen, chairman of United Way of Philadelphia from 1998 to 2001
and a participant, told the Inquirer that the Boy Scout's national policy on

gays was clearly hurting local youth programs. "We were not prepared to
allow our kids to be casualties on the battlefield of adults who should know
better," he said.

Lipson said he didn't want the controversy to overshadow the Boy Scout's
many good programs. "We would like to move the discussion to standards

for sexual conduct rather than sexual orientation," he added.
This week the national Boy Scouts convention is taking place in Philadelphia,
and groups advocating more inclusive scouting are on hand to pressure the
Boy Scouts of America to revise its gay ban.

"We're here this week because we believe that the current leaders of the
BSA are not living up to the values expressed in the Scout Oath and Law,"
said Mark Noel, of the New England Coalition for Inclusive Scouting. Noel is

an Eagle Scout and former scout leader who was ousted in June 2000 -against the wishes of his local troop, parents and church -- just two weeks
after the U.S. Supreme Court decision in BSA v. Dale.

Philadelphia is not the first regional Boy Scout Council to flout the national
organization's stance on gays. In July 2001, the Boston Minuteman Council
voted to allow gay scouts and gay scout leaders as long as they don't reveal
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or discuss their sexual orientation.
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In addition, a number of United Way organizations, including Los Angeles
and Ventura, Calif., and Miami-Dade County, Fla., have cut fundinQ for local
Boy Scout councils because of the national policy.
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Agency: FBI undercounts gay hate crimes

Mark Goebel, Gay.com / PlanetOut.com Network

Tuesday, October 28,2003/05:19 PM
The Federal Bureau of

Investigation continues to
undercount hate crimes
against the GLBT

community, according to
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The New York-based

nonprofit says that data
released on Monday by the
FBI showing an 11 percent
decrease in 2002 in hate
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the number tracked by the
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"The fact that the FBI's

statistics continue to

dramatically undercount
anti-GLBT hate crimes is
something that should give

us all pause," said Clarence
Patton,' NCAVP's acting
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executive director.
"For NCAVP and its

members, which clearly

have far fewer resources
than the federal
government, to consistently
report more and more
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ve;t'~on

detailed information on hate
crimes against GLBT people

should truly be a source of
embarrassment for the
FBI," continued Patton..
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hate crime incidents
involving 1,513 GLBT
victims were reported in

2002. In sharp contrast, the
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NCAVP counted 1,968

incidents in only 12 regions.
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"The deficiencies in the FBI's survey point to a series of shortcomings with
respect to hate crimes tracking by federal, state and local officials," said
Patton. "The FBI only reports on cases sent by local and state law

enforcement agencies, and where there is no mandate for those agencies to
send information to the FBI, there is no compelling reason for them to do so,
beyond simply doing the right thing."
According to NCAVP, in Colorado 96 hate crimes of all types were reported
to the FBI in 2002, while the Colorado Anti-Violence Project (CAVP) recorded
159 anti-GLBT incidents alone.

!

While the number of agencies participating in the hate crimes report reached
12,073, up from 2,771 in 1991 -- the year the FBI began collecting the data
-- only 1,868 actually reported a single hate crime.

"It's obvious that serious participation in reporting these crimes under the
Hate Crimes Statistics Act of 1990 continues to remain a low priority for
many jurisdictions," said Human Rights Campaign Political Director Winnie
Stachelberg. "Furthermore, important trends that need to be followed -such as bias crimes against transgender people -- are not clearly tracked."
Crimes committed in 2002 due to bias against a victim's perceived sexual
orientation represent 16.7 percent of reported hate crime incidents -- the
highest level in the 12 years since the agency began collecting these

statistics.
Sexual orientation bias represents the third highest category of reported
hate crimes. Racial bias continues to represent the largest percentage of
bias-motivated incidents at 48.8 percent, followed by religious bias at 19.1

percent.
"This extremely disturbing rise in hate crimes against our community
underscores the urgent need for passage of a comprehensive hate crimes

law," said Stachelberg.
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Panel decries gays' HIV 'complacency'

Mark Goebel, Gay.com / PlanetOut.com Network
Monday, November 17,2003/05:29 PM

On Sunday evening an
overflow crowd of more
than 300 people squeezed
into an auditorium at New
York City's LGBT Center for
a panel discussion, led by

Tony Award-winning actor
Harvey Fierstein, about how
to reverse the rise in HIV
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Fierstein, a Broadway
veteran honored for his

Foraot loain/oassword?

work in "Hairspray" and
"Torch Song Trilogy," said
he participated in Sunday's
forum, "Challenging the

Culture of Disease," to
remind people that "HIV is

stil a huge problem in the
gay community."

In his opening remarks,
Fierstein noted that HIV
infection rates were rising
"even though we know how

to prevent it from being
spread."
He added that there are no
public awareness programs
in New York's gay
community. "Which is

Search News

shocking considering the
fact that during the first six
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months of 2002 we
experienced record high
new HIV diagnosis," he
said. "We must be doing
something terribly wrong."
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that the number
of gay men in the United States diagnosed with HIV increased for the third
consecutive year in 2002.
Fierstein said he wasn't blaming AIDS organizations; but wondered why
there wasn't more support for HIV-negative men to stay that way.

"We need to resist the normalization of AIDS and build a new grass roots

movement to put health back in our community," he added.
Panelist Peter Staley, a founding member of ACT UP and a member of

President Clinton's National Task Force on AIDS Drug Development, said
that a drug epidemic, specifically crystal meth, was fueling the rise in HIV
infections. "Most gay men think that crystal is the next party drug," he said.

"It's not. Studies have shown that crystal use often leads to unsafe sex."
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Jeffrey Jones of STOP AIDS San Francisco believes that there has been a
breakdown in communication between gay men engaged in sex. "Negative
men often are hesitant to bring up the subject of HIV, and positive men

often don't tell unless asked," he said. "That needs. to change."
Panelists and audience members working with LGBT youth remarked that,
during the Bush administration, sex education programs in public schools
have increasingly emphasized abstinence, and that condom distribution and

.
...
......

My~~!n!~:
-.
~._-

frank talk about HIV are becoming rare.
r-- -

Panelist Dr. David Kim noted that prevention funding for at-risk groups,
including gay men, has decreased during Bush's watch.
According to Dennis deLeon, president of the Latino Commission on AIDS,
HIV prevention is no longer a priority in the gay community. "The wallet of
gay men has basically closed to AIDS," he said.

"The gay community's complacency is overwhelming," said Daniel Carlson, a
co-organizer of the forum. "We need another Larry Kramer. Someone to

Make
Every

raise helL."

The consensus of audience members and panelists alike was that the gay

Purchase

community can't depend on the government to fund the effective HIV

prevention programs.
"We have to take responsibility for the rise in HIV infections across the
country and do something about it," said Dr. Bruce Kellerhouse, the forum's
other co-organizer.

Mail I Click here to mail this article to a friend
Print I Click here for a printer-friendly version of this article
More I Find related stories
Talk I News messaQe board
" Previous

California slashes HIV fundinQ
proQram

Count

a~.
..

Next y
Gays protest Greek TV censor by
kissinQ

Advertise on PNO I Frequently Asked Questions
User AQreement I Privacy Policy I Site Map
PNO Affiliate ProQram I Letter to the Editor
(£ 1995-2003 PlanetOut Interactive Services I Leaal Notice

PlanetOut
Direct
News to You
Get PlanetOut

News headlines

mailed directly to
you now!

http://www.planetout.com/news/article.htmin003/1111 7/3

12/17/2003

Page 1 of2

News & Politics

,

~ PletOutcom
r

() Search
~J Election 2004
~ Round Ups

oJ Queer History
oJ Week in Review

~ilW_

Network Properties

i Search ienhanc~;

~~r- "~"-

.
i
Court shuts New York sauna over gay sex

Mark Goebel, PlanetOut Network

Friday, July 9,2004/05:28 PM
After reportedly ignoring

warnings of high-risk sexual
behavior on its premises, a
New York City sauna

frequented by gay men was
ordered to close on
Thursday.

Today's Headlines
. Senate starts marriaQe amendment
debate

Login I
Member N¡

. Court: OreQon must recoQnize Qay

spouses

Password:

. RulinQ extends halt on Qay nuptials in

N.M.

An appeals court in

Manhattan granted a
petition by the city to have
the Wall Street Sauna shut

down after undercover
inspectors from the health
department reported seeing
more than 30 acts of high-
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risk sex in the club since

The current laws governing
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and other public places

were enacted more than a
decade ago in response to

the AIDS epidemic and
resulted in the closing of

numerous bathhouses and
pornographic shops in the
city.

The city said the sex acts
continued at the Wall Street

Sauna even after it sent a
warning letter to the
sauna's owners in

September 2003, the
Associated Press reported.
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ongoing efforts to combat
AIDS." Part of the sauna
was reopened on Feb. 11,
2004, on the condition set
by the court that all sexual

e.g. domestic partnership,
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activity would be barred.
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However, in April a city
health inspector reported

i Search I

seeing more high-risk
sexual behavior at the sauna.

"The closure of the entire facility represents an important win for New York's
efforts to protect the health of its citizens," said city lawyer John Hogrogian.

Thursday's ruling reversed a lower court order that allowed the partial

reopening of the club, as long as the club owners promised to bar sexual
activity onsite.
In shutting the sauna completely, the appeals court said that previous legal

proceedings "establish to our satisfaction that high-risk conduct was so
pervasive at this establishment that the new management's promises cannot
be deemed a sufficient safeguard against their continuation."
The manager of the club told the New York Daily News that he was

disappointed with the decision.

"These crazy sex acts that the city is claiming happen here do not, and I am
really shocked and appalled that they are trying to shut us down," said
manager Ancil Brown, adding that he didn't know if the owners would
appeaL.
He insisted the sauna is a safe place to meet people and said it draws a mix
of locals, including bankers and downtown residents.

In its more than two decades of existence, the Wall Street Sauna became
one of the very few lower Manhattan establishments that catered to gay

men, many of whom work on Wall Street and live in the suburbs.

One patron, who resides in New Jersey, acknowledged that "some guys may
be here to hook up," but insisted that the majority were there to socialize.

"For a lot of us this is one of the only places to meet guys," he said.
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Agency: FBI undercounts gay hate crimes
Mark Goebel, Gay.com / PlanetOut.com Network
Tuesday, October 28, 2003 /05:19 PM
The Federal Bureau of
Investigation continues to

Today's Headlines

undercount hate crimes
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according to the National

Coalition of Anti-Violence
Programs (NCA VP).
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nonprofit says that data
released on Monday by the
FBI showing an 11 percent
decrease in 2002 in hate
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crimes motivated by sexual

orientation fell well short of
the number tracked by the
NCAVP.

"The fact that the FBI's
statistics continue to

dramatically undercount antiGLBT hate crimes is
something that should give us
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Plus, 5 great callng features...

executive director.
"For NCAVP and its members,

which clearly have far fewer
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resources than the federal
government, to consistently report more and more detailed information on hate
crimes against GLBT people should truly be a source of embarrassment for the

FBI," continued Patton.
According to the FBI, 1,244 hate crime incidents involving 1,513 GLBT victims were
reported in 2002. In sharp contrast, the NCA VP counted 1,968 incidents in only 12

regions.
"The deficiencies in the FBI's survey point to a series of shortcomings with
respect to hate crimes tracking by federal, state and local officials," said Patton.

"The FBI only reports on cases sent by local and state law enforcement agencies,
and where there is no mandate for those agencies to send information to the FBI,
there is no compelling reason for them to do so, beyond simply doing the right

thing,"
According to NCA VP, in Colorado 96 hate crimes of all types were reported to the
FBI in 2002, while the Colorado Anti-Violence Project (CA VP) recorded 159 anti-

GLBT incidents alone.
While the number of agencies participating in the hate crimes report reached
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12,073, up from 2,771 in 1991 -- the year the FBI began collecting the data -- only

1,868 actually reported a single hate crime.
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"It's obvious that serious participation in reporting these crimes under the Hate
Crimes Statistics Act of 1990 continues to remain a low priority for many

jurisdictions:' said Human Rights Campaign Political Director Winnie Stachelberg.
"Furthermore, important trends that need to be followed -- such as bias crimes
against transgender people -- are not clearly tracked."

Crimes committed in 2002 due to bias against a victim's perceived sexual
orientation represent 16.7 percent of reported hate crime incidents -- the highest
level in the 12 years since the agency began collecting these statistics.

Sexual orientation bias represents the third highest category of reported hate
crimes. Racial bias continues to represent the largest percentage of bias-

motivated incidents at 48.8 percent, followed by religious bias at 19.1 percent.

"This extremely disturbing rise in hate crimes against our community underscores
the urgent need for passage of a comprehensive hate crimes law:' said
Stachelberg.
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The scene will be familiar to

anyone who has attended a
It's got to be
circuit party..
Winter Party Weekend,
South Beach's end-of-season
blowout beach extravaganza.

Not quite. It's the Florida Roundup, and there isn't any alcohol at the pool
(or anywhere at the hotel that weekend), although some of the same sily
behavior that's on display at the Winter Party can still be seen here.

It's only a few miles from 12th Street Beach, the site of the Winter Party, to
the Deauvile Hotel on 67th and Collins, where the Florida Roundup has been
held for two decades, but it might as well be a few hundred for the crowd of

more than 1,300 alcoholics and addicts gathered at the one-time grand
dame of Miami Beach Hotels.

A Roundup can best be described as a sober circuit party: the ever-growing
LGBT 12-step community's answer to the dance parties that sprung up in
the 1980s. Most Roundups are multiple-day affairs, a mix of self-help

workshops, 12-step meetings, inspirational speeches and dance parties.
Like a circuit party, a Roundup is an opportunity to make new friends, strut
your stuff, shake a little booty and be a little slutty. Also like a circuit party,
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a Roundup draws people from all over the country.
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And like circuit parties, there are dozens of LGBT Roundups every year

across the country, including "Hot and Dry" in Palm SQI in September
(not surprisingly, given its location, also very popular with ex-circuit boys),

New York during Thanksgiving weekend, Provincetown in the fall, Hawaii and
San Francisco. There's even a Roundup in Orlando during Disney "Gay Days"

in June.

For many 12-steppers, especially those new to sobriety, a Roundup can be a
daunting proposition. The Miami and Palm Springs affairs are as intensely
social as any circuit event, and the men can be just as intimidating looksand body-wise.
At the Miami Beach Roundup a social event was held every evening: dances
on Wednesday and Saturday, drag bingo on Thursday and an amateur play
on Friday.

But many Roundup participants were off to bed just as the circuit boys were
headed out for the night.
the same weekend as the Winter
(Ironically, the Florida Roundup is often on
Party. A few circuit boys have actually made their way up to a 12-step
meeting at the Deauville during Winter Party weekend. And more than a few

sober circuit boys started their journey to recovery bottoming out at the
Winter Party.)
Appearances aside, a Roundup is clearly a different beast.
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. What most differentiates a Roundup from a circuit event, other than the

absence of alcohol and drugs, is its primary focus: emotional and spiritual
growth.
At the Deauville there were more than six dozen workshops on subjects as
varied as intimacy in relationships, Internet sex, menopause, positive-

negative dating and sex and dating. Yoga and meditation classes were
offered as welL.
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Among the most popular workshops at the Florida Roundup were the sunrise
12-step meetings at the beach. Just as the circuit boys were winding down

for the evening in South Beach, our sober circuitgoers were headed to the
beach for a dose of sanity.
While the scene at the Deauvile pool would surprise most nonalcoholics and

a few alcoholics as well (it is possible to be young, humpy and sober at the
same time), not every person attending the Florida Roundup was straight

out of the pages of HX. In fact, the Roundup's makeup was undoubtedly
more reflective of the gay community as a whole than the Winter or White
Party.
Not only were there more than just a token number of women, there were
also a boatload of people who had been around the block a few times (the
"Over 40 in Recovery" workshop was one of the weekend's best attended),
people who don't obsess about their bodies (Overeater Anonymous'
workShOp "What's Eating You?" was also well attended), openly HIV-positive
men, leather daddies, lipstick lesbians and plenty of people of color.
Each of the Roundup's four evenings featured a 30-minute keynote address

a recovering alcoholic or addict. As a
(a "qualification," in AA parlance) by
rule, keynoters, having most likely spoken at previous Roundups, are as
polished as a politician on the campaign traiL. And like politicians', their
stories are often both frightening and inspirationaL.
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Saturday's speaker, for instance -- a lesbian from California with more than
a decade of sobriety -- was jailed three times, the last time for felony
assault, before she got on the wagon and stayed. She is now a social worker
working with teenage drug addicts.
Friday's keynote speaker, who, like one of the founders of AA, is a doctor,
was 12-stepped (brought to an AA meeting for the first time) by his boss

after arriving at the hospital for surgery high on drugs. After going to rehab,
he is working at the same hospital again and was named doctor of the year

in 2003.

For many Roundupers the highlight of the weekend was the "Countdown" at
the beginning of Friday evening's speaker meeting. In the recovery

community, no date is more important than the anniversary of a person's
last drink or drug. In fact, the two most frequent topics of conversation
among people in recovery are, "How long have you been sober?" and "When

is your anniversary?"
At the beginning of the "Countdown," all 1,300-plus people in the Deauville's
Grand Ballroom stood up. The evening's Master of Ceremonies then started
calling out numbers, beginning with one. As a person's number of years of

sobriety was called, he or she sat down. That went on until the last person
was left standing, to huge applause. At this year's Florida Roundup, the

person with the longest sobriety hadn't touched a drink or drug in 38 years.
At their core, circuit parties and their sober siblings probably aren't that
different. Like the men (and few women) gathered at the 12th Street Beach
for the Winter Party, Roundup participants are looking to connect.
Admittedly, more than a few are looking for sex (hey, they're sober, not
celibate), others for something more substantiaL. It's just that sober
circuitgoers are learning how to connect without the crutch of alcohol or

drugs.
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